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GENERAL ORDER 300.13 

Pet Oxygen Mask Kits 

EMERGENCY SERVICES BUREAU 
Issue Date:  November 05, 2018 

Revision Date: N/A

APPLICABILITY 1 

All Personnel 2 

POLICY 3 

The Howard County Department of Fire and Rescue Services (Department) now carries pet 4 

oxygen masks intended for animal resuscitation.  The kits have been donated under the 5 

initiative Project Breathe, a national program that provides fire departments with pet oxygen 6 

masks in efforts to ensure that every fire department and rescue unit is equipped with life-7 

saving pet oxygen masks.  As of 2018, over 23,500 masks have been donated throughout the 8 

U.S. and Canada.  9 

DEFINITIONS 10 

➢ None 11 

PROCEDURES 12 

GENERAL: 13 

• The kits may be used any time a pet is rescued and may benefit from being given 14 

oxygen. 15 

• There is no obligation to use the kits.  However, Maryland's Good Samaritan Law was 16 

amended in 2017 and now allows for first responders to provide care to rescued pets.  17 

• The kits shall be kept on Department EMS transport units, as available. 18 

• Each kit contains a small, medium, and large mask, a leash, and a detailed instruction 19 

sheet. 20 

• The masks are reusable, and can be cleaned with soapy water.  Do not discard the 21 

masks unless the mask is no longer serviceable or cleaning is not possible. 22 

• The original acquisition of kits was through a one-time donation, so restock may not be 23 

available.  Check with the Quartermaster should restock become necessary. 24 

• When the masks are used, communicate their use to the Assistant Chief of ESB and the 25 

Department Public Information Officer through the chain of command.  This is so that 26 

the Department can appropriately notify Project Breathe and coordinate a public 27 

information release. 28 
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• An instruction sheet is included with every kit that details mask sizing, mask use, and 29 

cleaning instructions. 30 

• Questions about the kits can be directed to the Emergency Services Bureau. 31 

REFERENCES 32 

• Information on Project Breathe can be found here:  33 

https://www.invisiblefence.com/why-invisible-fence/project-breathe 34 

• A video on using the kits and masks can be found here:  https://youtu.be/1VtEPuHrGJ8 35 

• MD Code, Courts and Judicial Proceedings §5-614. 36 

SUMMARY OF DOCUMENT CHANGES 37 

New General Order 38 

FORMS/ATTACHMENTS  39 

• Attachment A: Pet Oxygen Masks Instructions 40 

APPROVED 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

Daniel Merson, Interim Fire Chief 46 

Office of the Fire Chief 47 

   48 

 49 

Author: 50 

 51 

 52 

 53 

 54 

 55 

James Brothers, Acting Assistant Chief 56 

Emergency Services Bureau  57 

https://www.invisiblefence.com/why-invisible-fence/project-breathe
https://youtu.be/1VtEPuHrGJ8
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Attachment A 58 

 59 


